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https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/52832/Work-near-overhead-power-lines-code-of-practice.pdf
https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/54378/SW08773-Work-near-underground-assets-guide.pdf


 



https://www.ausgrid.com.au/Your-safety/Working-safely-around-the-network/Safety-Clearance-Checker/Map
https://www.ausgrid.com.au/Your-safety/Working-Safe/Clearance-enquiries
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Table 1 - Minimum Safety Clearances for Overhead Service Cables 

Approach distances for work near low voltage overhead service cables 

Ordinary Persons (m) 

https://www.ausgrid.com.au/Your-safety/Working-Safe/Clearance-enquiries
https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/52832/Work-near-overhead-power-lines-code-of-practice.pdf
https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/52832/Work-near-overhead-power-lines-code-of-practice.pdf
https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/52832/Work-near-overhead-power-lines-code-of-practice.pdf
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From the insulated service conductors to the surface of: Minimum clearances (metres) 
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https://www.ausgrid.com.au/-/media/Documents/Technical-Documentation/NS/NS220
https://www.ausgrid.com.au/-/media/Documents/Technical-Documentation/NS/NS220
https://www.energy.nsw.gov.au/government-and-regulation/legislative-and-regulatory-requirements/service-installation-rules#%3A~%3Atext%3DThe%20Service%20and%20Installation%20Rules%20for%20New%20South%2Care%20used%20by%20electricians%20and%20Accredited%20Service%20Providers
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LOCATION 

Minimum Clearances in any direction between Conductors 

Nominal System Voltage 

LV insulated 

or bare 

11kV, 22kV, and 

12. 7kV SWER 

bare 
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33kV 66kV 132kV 
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https://www.ausgrid.com.au/Your-safety/Working-Safe/Clearance-enquiries
https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/52832/Work-near-overhead-power-lines-code-of-practice.pdf
https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/52832/Work-near-overhead-power-lines-code-of-practice.pdf
https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/52832/Work-near-overhead-power-lines-code-of-practice.pdf
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These dimensions apply if the 

height of the railing 

(or similar) plus distance E is 

greater than distance D 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nswlrs.com.au/


 

New swimming pools shall not be installed closer to overhead lines than the distances specified in the table below. 

For more information, please contact Ausgrid. 

This clause does not apply to the separation between existing pools and existing overhead lines.  

 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

CLEARANCES BETWEEN SWIMMING POOL AND OVERHEAD CONDUCTORS. 



 

(m) 

https://www.ausgrid.com.au/Your-safety/Working-Safe/Clearance-enquiries
https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/52832/Work-near-overhead-power-lines-code-of-practice.pdf
https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/52832/Work-near-overhead-power-lines-code-of-practice.pdf


https://www.ausgrid.com.au/Your-safety/Working-Safe/Clearance-enquiries
https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/52832/Work-near-overhead-power-lines-code-of-practice.pdf


 

Under no circumstances will Ausgrid permit craning loads over live High Voltage (HV) mains. 

You MUST contact Ausgrid to review all ‘craning over’ activities. 

https://www.ausgrid.com.au/Your-safety/Working-Safe/Clearance-enquiries
https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/52832/Work-near-overhead-power-lines-code-of-practice.pdf
https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/52832/Work-near-overhead-power-lines-code-of-practice.pdf
https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/52832/Work-near-overhead-power-lines-code-of-practice.pdf


https://www.ausgrid.com.au/Your-safety/Working-Safe/Clearance-enquiries
https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/52832/Work-near-overhead-power-lines-code-of-practice.pdf
https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/52832/Work-near-overhead-power-lines-code-of-practice.pdf
https://www.safework.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/52832/Work-near-overhead-power-lines-code-of-practice.pdf
https://www.ausgrid.com.au/-/media/Documents/In-your-community/Councils/Suitable-Planting-Species.pdf


 

Note: 

 

https://www.ausgrid.com.au/-/media/Documents/Technical-Documentation/NS/NS141
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For safety reasons it is extremely important to confirm the presence or absence of underground assets in the area of 
proposed excavation. 

Persons who are planning the work must submit a Before You Dig Australia (BYDA) request before excavation 
commences. 

 

 

 

 

 

Before You Dig Australia is a FREE national referral service supported by Ausgrid and other major service providers 
that provides information and plans for each utilities that have an interest in a particular location and the relevant 
contact details. 

Once the plans are received, the person in charge of the work shall review the plans and assess the need to engage a 
utility location company to gain a more accurate location of such Ausgrid cables or conduits. 

Notes: 

• Ausgrid BYDA plans are valid for 30 days from date of issue. 

• Ausgrid cannot guarantee the accuracy of our plans as they may not account for subsequent changes to road 
alignments, construction of fences or buildings etc. since the time of cable or conduit installation.  

Indicators of the presence of Ausgrid’s underground cables or conduits. 

During any form of excavation, careful observation of the excavated spoil can alert the worker to the presence of 
Ausgrid’s underground cables or conduits. 

A noticeable change in soil may indicate backfill material which could have been used in a cable trench. 

Ausgrid cables and conduits may also be located below various forms of indication such as bricks, pavers, plastic strip 
or tape.   

https://www.ausgrid.com.au/-/media/Documents/Technical-Documentation/NS/NS156


 

 

 

   

 

 

                                         

   

   

 

     

      

                              

Damage to Ausgrid cables may result in the following consequences: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• . 

 



https://www.ausgrid.com.au/In-your-community/Our-services/Streetlights%23!/map


 

https://www.ausgrid.com.au/Connections/special-connections/moving-poles-and-assets


Are you proposing to excavate at a depth that exceeds 300mm around the base of an Ausgrid pole or pole stay? 

If so, Ausgrid has categorised all excavation works in the region of the pole or stay into “Zones of Influence”. 

If the controls for the work in the various zones are adhered to, your action will not jeopardise the integrity of the     
pole or stay. 

Only Ausgrid can implement additional pole support measures (pole holding etc.) 

You MUST contact Ausgrid for all excavation work that could impact the structural integrity of 

a pole or other Ausgrid assets. 

https://www.ausgrid.com.au/Your-safety/Working-Safe/Clearance-enquiries


 

If your excavation is in the vicinity of any Ausgrid assets or structures, consideration shall be given to the risk of 
impacting on the stability of the structure. Such risk needs to be assessed by a competent person such as a civil 
engineer and any proposed support system shall be approved by Ausgrid. 

Excavation work shall be carried out in a way that does not cause flooding or water penetration to any Ausgrid asset or 
adjacent structures.  

It is also important that any buildings, structures, substations or buried assets in and around the excavation site are not 
adversely affected by ground movement or vibration during the excavation work.  

For excavation work near buried cables refer to NS193 Ground movement, vibration and pressure limits near buried 
cables. 

The ‘Zone of Influence’ drawing below provides an indication of potential excavation impacts on Ausgrid structures. 
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https://www.ausgrid.com.au/-/media/Documents/In-your-community/Easements/Easement-Brochure.pdf?la=en&hash=62F6E0A18EBDCB8FE24DBDE26FCEE6E265E77E39
https://www.ausgrid.com.au/Contact-Us/Enquiries-and-complaints
https://www.ausgrid.com.au/Contact-Us/Enquiries-and-complaints
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https://www.ausgrid.com.au/Contact-Us

