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Dear ASP/3, 

Environmental Planning Update 

 
 
Updated Approvals Process Calculator (V28.1)  
 
The Approvals Process Calculator has been updated to reflect recent amendments to the SEPP 
(Infrastructure). Changes include: 

- notification is now required in mine subsidence areas (unless exempt) 
- exempt development must not involve demolition of a registered heritage item 
- removal of asbestos must comply with specific guidelines 
- 'without consent' now includes installation of overhead lines and access tracks (this was 

unclear under the previous version) 
- there is no requirement to notify occupiers for 'exempt development'  
- the 'exempt development' cut off for a range of activities is now >66kV (previously it was 33kV) 
- 'exempt development' now includes maintenance of all powerlines (previously only applied to 

distribution lines) 
- 'exempt development' now includes installation of conductors on existing structure unless the 

primary purpose is to increase capacity 
- updated to include new vegetation requirements (see below) 
- updated the list of other approvals which may be required (e.g. SOPA, bores etc.) 

https://enviro.ausgrid.com.au/Documents/Calculators.aspx 

 

 
 
New SEPP (Vegetation in non rural areas) 
 
Under the new SEPP (Vegetation in non rural areas) a permit is required from council or the Native 
Vegetation Panel (NVP) for clearing native vegetation in 'urban areas' and in certain zonings. 
Exceptions to this requirement include: 

- Exempt development (must be in accordance with a TSMP) 
- Works in National Parks estate and other conservation areas (alternative OEH approval 

requirements apply) 
- Part 4, 5, or 5.1 (i.e. DA consent, Verified SER or Verified REF that includes the vegetation 

clearing) 
- Bushfire risk mitigation works 
- NVP is satisfied that tree is dead/dying 
- Council is satisfied that risk to life or property 
- Vegetation is not declared by a development control plan (DCP) to be vegetation to which this 

part applies (Existing DCPs will continue to have effect until new DCPs are developed). 
 

NOTE: A similar list of exemptions apply in rural areas (permit requirements in rural areas are 
contained in the Local Land Service Act) 
 

Environmental Planning Update 

August 2018  

 

https://enviro.ausgrid.com.au/Documents/Calculators.aspx
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Mine Subsidence Legislation changes 
 

1. Development on land in a mine subsidence district has been added to the list of specified 
development in SEPP Infrastructure 2007. All works subject to approval (i.e. not exempt 
development) require 21 days written notice of intention to carry out the work to be provided to 
the Subsidence Advisory NSW.  
 

2. The Mine Subsidence Compensation Act 1961 has been repealed and replaced with the Coal 
Mine Subsidence Compensation Act 2017. The list of minor works (such as distribution 
projects) that were previously exempt from SA NSW approval no longer applies. Approval is 
required to alter or erect improvements within a mine subsidence district or to subdivide land 
therein. An ‘improvement’ includes any building work or work erected or constructed on land, 
any formed road, street, path, walk or drive-way and any pipeline, water, sewer, telephone, 
gas or other service main, whether above or below the surface of the land. 
 

Ausgrid activities that do not involve the alteration or erection of improvements do not require SANSW 
approval. This would include emergency works, routine maintenance works and the above or below 
co-location of cabling on or within existing infrastructure.  
 

SANSW have advised that in some areas the mines are ~3m below the surface. In this regard they 
are not concerned about stringing conductors on existing poles or changing crossarms etc. In other 
cases such as new poles/lines they are happy to accept a quick email advising of the nature of the 
works. In most cases they will respond that no approval will be required. 

 

 
 
Coastal Management SEPP 
 
The SEPP (Coastal Management) is now in force and includes a broader definition of works requiring 
consent. 
 

Development consent is now required for any development (other than maintenance and emergency 
works) within a Coastal Wetland (previously SEPP 14) or Littoral Rainforest (previously SEPP 26). 
Previously consent was only required for clearing, filling, constructing a levee, draining. 
 

Maintenance and emergency works are exempt from the need for consent, however, will require a 
Part 5 assessment specifically in these areas.   
 

Coastal wetlands and littoral rainforests are now mapped on the WebGIS-EL. 
 

 
 
ASP authorisation and WebGIS EL training 
 
In the December planning update ASP/3s were reminded that they need to be authorised to access 
Ausgrid's Network information and that WebGIS EL training must be completed to maintain SER 
training certification.  
You can check to see if you have any outstanding training requirements by logging into Ausgrid's new 
Learning Management System here > 
https://performancemanager10.successfactors.com/login?company=ausgrid&loginMethod=PWD 
 

The Company ID is "ausgrid" and the User ID is your H number with a capital H (e.g. H12345678). 
For your first login the password is also your H number (capital H) and you will be prompted to 
change this. 

https://performancemanager10.successfactors.com/login?company=ausgrid&loginMethod=PWD
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More information on the Ausgrid authorisation process can be found on Ausgrid's authorisation page 
on the website. 
 

If you are unsure if you have completed the training or have questions regarding the authorisation 
process, please email environmentalservices@ausgrid.com.au. 

 

 
 

SER tip - when changes are required before verification 
 
Changes to a SER prior to verification does not always require a pull back. The system is designed so 
that you can amend the assessed copy and forward that amended version directly to the verifier. 
 

Exceptions to this process include when the project name or number need to be amended or if the 
assessor changes mid-way through the assessment. These changes will require the SER to be pulled 
back and a new version to be submitted. 
 

 

For additional information please visit the Environmental Planning 
website: http://enviro.ausgrid.com.au  
For SER Referrals (for level 3 issues) or other environmental planning issues, please contact 
ESU: environmentalservices@ausgrid.com.au  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions please contact us on contestability@ausgrid.com.au, or phone 
1800 051 017. 

 

 

Regards 

Matthew Hindson 

Contestable Connections Manager - Ausgrid 
 
 
 

 

http://www.ausgrid.com.au/Common/Industry/Accredited-service-providers/Authorisation.aspx#.WefvHrRlKUk
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